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Synopsis

It's the summer before seventh grade, and twelve-year- old Raine O’Rourke’s mother suddenly
takes a job hours from home at mysterious Sparrow Road- a creepy, dilapidated mansion that
houses an eccentric group of artists. As Raine tries to make sense of her new surroundings, she
forges friendships with a cast of quirky characters including the outrageous and funky Josie.
Together, Raine and Josie decide to solve the mysteries of Sparrow Road-from its haunting history
as an orphanage to the secrets of its silent, brooding owner, Viktor. But it's an unexpected secret
from Raine’s own life that changes her forever. An affecting and beautifully written story of family

and forgiveness, Sparrow Road is an incredible gift.
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Customer Reviews

Twelve-year-old Raine is not happy. Her mother just took a summer job at an artist’'s sanctuary
called Sparrow Road and she’s forcing Raine to go with her. Raine would rather stay in Milwaukee
with her Grandpa Mac, working in his store and eating all the candy she can get her hands on. It's

always been that way, and she doesn’t understand why it has to change now. To make matters



worse, Sparrow Road has all sorts of rules, the worst being that you are not allowed to talk except
for after dinner and on Sundays. As soon as Rainne arrives, she is devising an escape plan. Surely
her mother won’'t make her stay here all summer. Maybe she can convince Grandpa Mac to come
get her. As Rainne settles in at Sparrow Road, she gets to know some of the quirky artists and
writers that reside there, and she begins tapping into some of her own unknown talents. She also
learns that Sparrow Road used to be an orphanage and there are many secrets waiting to be
discovered. As the days pass, and Rainne settles in with the artists, a number of things begin taking
place that Rainne doesn’t understand. Why does she get the feeling that her mother knows Viktor,
the caretaker, better than she lets on? Why is Rainne not allowed to go into town with her mother
when she runs errands? Why do the residents of Sparrow Road still talk about the orphans that
used to live there as if they still exist? As the summer progresses, Rainne will uncover the answers
to these questions, and some of them will change her life forever.| fell in love with this book from the
very first page. The prose is fluid and very descriptive. Every scene is painted so vividly | felt as if |

was there.
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